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Interests 
Personal: Trail running, swimming, scuba diving, reading, piano. 
Research: Estuarine ecology, stable isotope ecology, biodiversity, zooplankton ecology and ecophysiology, trophic functioning, 
food webs. 
 

South Africa 

I started out my research career by completing a BSc in biological sciences. From there I went on to complete 
my Honours in Marine Ecology. It was at this point that I started specialising in my main field of interest – 
estuarine ecology and zooplankton ecophysiology. My Masters degree was upgraded to a PhD where I 
conducted research in the St Lucia estuarine lake system. My research interests include estuarine ecology and 
zooplankton physiology. Specifically, species diversity, trophic relations and the response of zooplankton 
communities to variable biotic and abiotic conditions in estuarine environments.  
 

Topic Application Methodology 
• Stable δ15N and δ13C isotopes 
• Zooplankton abundance, biomass and 

community structure changes 
• Biomarkers (feeding, respiration & mortality) 

of stress  
 

Enhance the overall 
understanding of estuarine 
ecology , especially in 
response to climatic changes 
Inform management on 
suitable plans of action to 
improve/sustain ecosystem 
functioning 

Zooplankton dynamics and 
ecophysiology within the St 
Lucia estuarine lake 
system 
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