HSSREC Application
Key Information

Is this for degree or any other qualification purposes?
	



Purpose of Research
	



Type of ethics review
	



System ID Number
	



Protocol Reference Number
	



Is this application for an individual or is it for a Group?
	



Is this a sub study of a previously approved study?
	



Link this application to a related ethics approval
Is this a re-submission of a previous study that was not approved by the Research Ethics Committee?
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Principal Investigators
	Name
	Organisation
	Current qualification
	Proposed qualification
	HPCSA/Other

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	



Co-Investigators
	Name
	Organisation
	Current qualification
	Proposed qualification
	HPCSA/Other

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	



Has the Principal Investigator or any of the co-investigators been previously/ or are presently being investigated for alleged research misconduct?
	




Student Investigators
	Name
	Organisation
	Current qualification
	Proposed qualification
	HPCSA/Other

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	




Supervisor(s)
	Name
	Organisation
	Current qualification
	Proposed qualification
	HPCSA/Other

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


.
Has this study been, or is it likely to be, submitted to any other Research Ethics Committee?
	





Project Details
Full title of research project (No abbreviations to be used)
	



Research site(s) where the project will be carried out.
	



Research Questions
	



Aim/s (what you hope to achieve) and Objective/s (how you will achieve your aim/s) of study. Please list:
	





Literature Review (should be no longer than 800 words)
	



Set out your intended plan of work for the research, indicating important target dates necessary to meet your proposed deadline. Please indicate month and year for the study activity
	





Research Methodology
Does your study cover research involving:
Children
	



Persons who are intellectually or mentally impaired
	



Persons who have experienced traumatic or stressful life circumstances
	



Persons who are HIV positive
	



Persons highly dependent on medical care
	



Persons in dependent or unequal relationships
	



Persons in captivity
	



Persons living in particularly vulnerable life circumstances
	



If Yes to any of the above, indicate what measures you will take to protect the autonomy of respondents and (where indicated) to prevent social stigmatisation and/or secondary victimisation of respondents. If you are unsure about any of these concepts, please consult your supervisor/ project leader.
	





Will data collection involve any of the following:

Access to confidential information without prior consent of participants
	



Participants being required to commit an act which might diminish self-respect or cause them to experience shame, embarrassment, or regret
	



Participants being exposed to questions which may be experienced as stressful or upsetting, or to procedures which may have unpleasant or harmful side effects
	



The use of stimuli, tasks or procedures which may be experienced as stressful, noxious, or unpleasant
	



Any form of deception
	



Describe in detail your data collection process for both quantitative and qualitative approaches used. Please include details on:
1. Choice of case studies (if applicable)
2. Target population(s)
3. Sampling procedure/framework (if sampling is required)
4. Sample size
5. Recruitment of participants (actual fieldwork)
6. Inclusion and exclusion selection criteria.
NB. Omitting any of the above could result in your application being sent back to you.
	




Will data collection involve any of the following:
Questionnaire
	



Survey schedule
	



Interview schedule
	



Observation schedule
	



Psychometric test
	



Other / equivalent assessment instrument
	




Will the autonomy of participants be protected through the use of an informed consent form, which specifies (in language that respondents will understand):
The nature and purpose/s of the research
	



The identity and institutional association of the researcher and supervisor/project leader and their contact details
	



The fact that participation is voluntary
	



That responses will be treated in a confidential manner
	



Any limits on confidentiality which may apply
	



That anonymity will be ensured where appropriate (e.g. coded/ disguised names of participants/ respondents/ institutions)
	



The fact that participants are free to withdraw from the research at any time without any negative or undesirable consequences to themselves
	



The nature and limits of any benefits participants may receive as a result of their participation in the research
	



If NO to any of the above: (a) please justify/explain, and (b) indicate what measures will be adopted to ensure that the respondents fully understand the nature of the research and the consent that they are giving.
	



Translated informed consent documents will be required where necessary (eg. community based research). Specify what efforts have been made or will be made to obtain informed permission (access) for the research from appropriate authorities and gatekeepers?
	



Data Management: How will data security be ensured? How will your supervisor have access to the stored data? How will the data be disposed of?
	



How will the research participant's anonymity be maintained?
	



How will you give feedback to your research participants once the study has been completed?
	



Is this research supported by funding that is likely to inform or impact in any way on the design, outcome and dissemination of the research?
	



Has any organization/company participating in the research or funding the project, imposed any conditions to the research?
	



Do you, or any individual associated with or responsible for the design of the research, have any personal, economic, or financial interests (or any other potential conflict of interests) that could reasonably be regarded as relevant to this research project?
	





Attachments
Attach information about this study as indicated below:
· Participant Informed Consent documents.
For participants from the ages of 6 up to 17, parental documents and child assent forms are required. Translated participant informed consent documents are required where necessary. English versions to be uploaded initially. Translated versions must be uploaded at a later stage, when responding to queries, once the English version has been approved.
· All research instruments such as questionnaires, interview schedules, data capturing sheets etc.
· Gatekeeper permission letter(s) here. Preferably scan and upload multiple letters as a single file.


Attach information about the person(s) involved in this application as indicated below:
· Attach CVs of investigators and supervisors here
· Please attach any supervisory agreements here
· Attach copies of research ethics training certificates for investigators and supervisors here
· If co-investigators are involved in this study, please attached a signed letter of participation here

Attach information about any previous applications that are related to this one as indicated below:
· If the previous study is not in the system, attach it here
· Where a re-submission is required for a current study, please attach a file highlighting the changes made
· If your study was not approved please attach your report here


Signatures: Please use the template located here, have it signed and uploaded.
· Attach signatory files here


Please attach any other supporting documents that may be required:
· Other supporting documents that may be required

Outcome letters (Only administrators can upload these):
· Exempt / No Risk letter
· Provisional Approval letter
· Full Approval letter

Declaration and School Review
DECLARATION BY APPLICANT:
By ticking the checkbox below, I agree that I have considered the design of this project, and in my opinion, this is the most effective and feasible protocol that has the lowest impact on human participants, animals and the environment. This work is being conducted according to the ethical standards accepted in this field of research.


Conflict of Interest:
Investigators should have no undisclosed conflict of interest with their study collaborators, sponsors or participants. Conflicts can arise, for example, when a commercial or other sponsor may not wish research results detrimental to their corporate image/interest to be disclosed, especially when the investigator is being remunerated by the sponsor for the research in question; or when an investigator has a vested interest in, or is an employee/shareholder/director in the sponsors corporate entity.

Conflicts of interest can also arise when an academic supervisor is also a co-investigator on a study with a student. Investigators should note that the duty to disclose a conflict of interest to the relevant committee begins during application for ethical approval and continues until the research in question is complete and the research results are submitted to the sponsor/published (if applicable).

If the investigator(s) has/have/foresees any such conflict of interest, please provide details here:
	



I expect the project to be completed by:
	




